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But we find the Doctor — 7 my > 
ſelf-in a freſh Quarrel. here, in Vandica- 
tion of ſome Acts of Parliament, Which 
are now deſir'd by ſome Peo 
be conſider'd as they relate to the Dil 
ſenters; this I call a freſh Quarrel, be- 
cauſe it reſpects another Party of People, 
and another Intereſt which it is my Opi- 
nion, is no ways concern'd, or at leaſt but 
obliquely concern'd in the Report of the 
7 — which he takes upon him 
alſo to defend; And alſo as it is calcula- 
ted to aſſiſt a Party who oppoſe all the 
Steps which Prudence and Moderation 
have guided the Publick to take, in Or- 
der to deliver the Church from the Scan- 
dal, and the Sufferers from the Burden 
of Perſecution : Tis therefore abſolutely 
neceſfary to ſay ſomething immediately 
to this Point, diſtinct from the many other 
Diſputes which the Doctor is engaged in. 
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I ſay, tis neceſſary to ſpeak to it 
immediately, becauſe as ſomething on 
chis Subject is ſuppoſed to be juſt oo. 
ming upon the Stage of the World in a 
mote publick Manner, ſo the Doctor's 
Invective (for in this Caſe it can be 
_ cal no orher) is an open Attempt in 
- Aid of that Intereſt who form themſelves 
in the Name of the Chureh (tho? falſly) 
to oppoſe: what the "Legiſlature might 
otherwiſe be enclin'd to do in this Mat- 
ter, in Favour of a juſt Propofal made 
in his Majeſty's: Speech. . -- : 5 
1 ſhall therefore as little as poſſible; 
Wedale with any Part of the Contros 
verſy between the Biſnop and Doctor; 
or between the Biſhop and Lowet 
Houſe of Convocation; but keep my 
ſelf wholly to that Part where the Do. 
Qorbends:liis Artillery, thro? the Sides 
of the Biſhop, at the whole! Body of 

Diſſenters; and takes upon hirn to vins 
dicate thoſe Laws, which; liqwever ol 
werw ile intended by the Legiſlarurez 


have 


[6] 
Have been tut d' into perſecuting Laws 
againſt the Diſſenters; not contrary only 
to the Nature of ſuch Lowsto the Princis 
ples of the Chriſtian Religion, and to the 
Doctrine of the Church of England ; but e 
ven contrary tothe proſeſs d Engagements 
of thoſe ho were the firft Promoters 
and Procurers of thoſe Laws, and at whoſe 
earneſt Requeſt they - were at firſt 
brought into the Pa abe at ghee | 
W 
Before 1 enter i tho Parts 
of theſe Laws, which the Doctor has 
undertaken to defend, tis neceſſary 
to remind him of fome Miſtakes which 
he is fallen into, in the very Nature of 
his Undertaking, and in the Beginning 
of what he 4dvances about it; which 
Miſtakes are ſuch (otherwiſe I ſhould 
not have troubled him about them) as 
overthrow the whole Syſtem which he 
has fram'd upon them, and conſequent- 
ly make his Hypotheſis of no Con _— 
oF with it ſelf,; as ſhall 1 8 before 
* 


4 
J go any farther into the Arguments he 


forms upon them. 
The Doctor's Preface lays down the 


_ theſe diſtin&t Words following, and in 


theſe Words I find the Doctor has 


made an Error in-the firſt Concoction; 


bow he has rectifyed it in the ſecond 


Concoction (his Book) We ſhall obſerve 


in the Sequel; the Words are theſe, vis · 


The Corporation and Teſt Act, and 
& others of the like kind, were founded up- 
« on the Experience the Nation had 


< the Spirit aud Temper of the many Se- 
« aries amongſt us. This made it impoſ- 
«@ "ſible to avoid ſpeaking of that Behaviour 


&« of Diſſenters, which gave occaſion to theſe 
« Ads: But I have: endeavoured ſo to 


« ſpeak. of it, as to give no juſt Offence + 
« And if any ſhall miſlike the calling to 
* mind, even in the tendereſt manner, the 
&« Miſcarriages of former Times, let him cau- 
1 der who are to blame; whether thoſe who. 
1 4 fend, the Conflination 3 or thoſe who by. 


their 


Foundation of his future Diſcourſe in 


1 


66 58 violent Attact . in, ve * 
4 neceſſary. ? 
It is evident to all viſto ber and can 

aber any thing of the Circumſtances 
of things at that Tune, and aof the Per- 
ſons who pane that Bill; call'd'the 
Teſt n that it was not 2 
the Seftaries, n de D Dotor calls — Pro- 
teſtant or the: Temper und 
Spirit of ' thera at that Time had no 
Share in the Propoſalʒ the Diſſenters 
were juſt then, as well wich the Church, 
and withthe Government, as at anyTime' 
in that Reign; and but for Political and 
Popiſh-Reafons had even but a very few 
Years after receivd the Benefit of the re- 
peal of many of the” Penal Laws then i in 
force, againſt them, viz; thoſe of 35 liz. 
and others; neither was there any Inten- 
tion in the tra ming the Tet-4#,which is 
the main Thing in Diſpute, I ſay, there 
was no Intention that it ſhould be put 
in Execution againſt the Diffenters on 
TILT the 


T3 31 
1 ther 1. Bin , they Were ified by 
thee Earf of Safe but and Duke e of Bu 45 | 
Ingham, and the other. great Men who 
pulſed forward the Act in a 
that they ſhould kate, a Clauſe iertel 


in their Pane in ſome other Af the 
fame Sellion. Gy | 


This is fall ſet pril. in 4 ball 
Fr rack Written ſome Time fince by an 
unknow * n Author, and call d, The Que· 
ſion fair ſtated, Ke. where (becauſe 
theſe Gentlemen. muſt have ſuch things 
28 they, do not Uke to remember oſten 
repeated x to them, I think tis needful to 
temi them, that) the Author gives 
the fo fo lowing Hiſtorical: Account of this 
Vatter, and 1 which: I muſt acknowledge 
to haye. ſeen in former Fimes publiſhed 
by way of Challenge to che faid-noble 
L rds, in Order to ring te not on 
ly, to 5 perform what they promiſed, But 
to acknowledge that the true Reaſon of 
that Law was to keep Popery out of the 
Adminiſtration,” and not in the leaſt. 

S: B with 


with. any. | Def. 4 upon the Dil 
| enters, as I ſhal farther. prove effettual- 
ly. His Words are theſe, vis. 
& The Earl of Shaftshary, and his Ca. 
e bal, who were then call'd.; the | Country 
W Party, had found the Court running 
very ligh into arbitrary Practices, 
“ and that viſible Deſigns, againſt the 
14 Liberties of the People were car- 
%"rying on; tliey early ſaw the Strength 
« of the Court conſiſted in their Penſi- 
4 oners in tlie Houſe of 8 
tand great Places among the Lords ; 
cn that they were mightily por 
2 by the  Popiſh Lords, who? always 
"Yo oted in the Intereſt of the Courf. 
{6 wy reduce this Strength, that Poli- 
4 tiek Earl finding that as, on one Hand, 
te the Fears of Popery were grown po- 
«'pular, - ſo the growing Poy wer | of 
«the Diſſenters Was oppoſed to it 
„ by. the Court, on the. other bead 
% contrivd a Law which would 
4 ſeem to point at the Diſfentets, and 


« ſo would draw in the Might bY 


p* 0 


[J 


« to eſpouſo it, but ſhould really ex- 
4 pell all the Papiſts out of the Parlia- 
% ment, and thereby overthrow the 


Court Projects at once. This was 
% the famous SAcRAMENTAL TesT. 


c When the Bill was brought in, Al- 
« ee Love, a Man famous in the 
“ Houſe at that Time, took the A- 
“ [arm in behalf of the Diſſenters, 
« and prepar'd to oppoſe it on their 
« Account only. He alledg'd that it 
« was very hard to join them in with 
« the Enemies of the Conſtitution. That 
it was true, there was great Reaſon 
to provide Laws againſt the Papiſts, 
« who they had already voted to be 
« dangerous to the State, whereas the 
« Diſſenters' being Proteſtants, and al. 
4 ready under the Reſtraint of divers 
6 Laws, were in the ſame Intereſt with 
ec the Church, as to their, Oppalition to 
« Popery, and unable, any way, to act 
C contrary, to the State-Intereft: En- 
” _—_ his Lordſhip, that if the faid 
1 B 2 him 


hx 


n nl 2 2 ö 
A 
g N 9 : 0 
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ke Bill was 5 aimed at the Diſſenters, he 


Would be plain with him, and let 
« him have it from his own Mouth,” 
« and that then they knew what Mea- 


« ſures to take, and what they had to 


24. And if there was no _— De- 
« ſign, then he begg'd of his ſhip,” 
the Diſſenters might not be ruined” 
& per Accident; and that Proviſion might 
4 be made in the Bill to except the Diſ- 

4 ſenters, and prevent their falling in- 


R to the Snare with the Papiſts, againſt 


% whom: the Bill was really and openly 
y directed ʒ 5 and that if this was not 

g done, they muſt oppoſe the Bill. 

„ My Lord told him, that it was far 
0 from their Thoughts that the Prote-' 
« ſtant Diſſenters ſhould be involved 
«in the Miſchief which he apprehend- 
e ed; much leſs, that they ſhould be 
. rlitleclf with Papiſts, either 1 in the O- 
0. pinion of the Legiſlature, or in the 


Penalty of the Law, and. promiſed 


$i to take care of i bn 


-» 


E 


If this Evidence ſhould not be choughs 
ſufficient, tho* in a thing ſo modern, 
and even preſent to the Knowledge and 
Memory of ſo many Honourable Per. 
ſons in both Houſes of Parliament, I ay, 
if this Evidence ſhould not be ſufficient, 
we might refer you to the Complaint of 
the Roman Catholicks at that Time, who 
alledged that this Law, however it had 
2 Glance or Retroſpect at the Diſſenters, 

was made wholly againſt them ; alſo to 

the Attempts frequently. made afters 
wards to get the Diſſenters exempted 
from it, and Papiſts alone left under the 
Influence of it, according to the true 
Intent and Meaning of thoſe who firſt 
laid it out. 

I need. not enter into a particular 
Detection of the foul Practices ſoon af. 
ter this uſed, with the Diſſenters, and 
how the Politicks of the perſecuting Par- 
ty in the Remainder of that Reign were 
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| exerciſed in turning the Edge of this 
Law "againſt the Diſſenters, eſpeciall y 
in thoſe Intervals of Time in which Po- 
piſþ Agents influenc'd the Government 
to, thro? all the Scandal poſſible upon 
the Diſſenters, even tlie loading them 
with the Guilt of the Popiſh Plot, and 
drawing them into Sham-plots by un- 
juſt and abhorr'd Meaſures and Inſtru- | 
ments. I had rather theſe T hings were 
bury'd in Silence and that the mutual 
Affection of Proteſtant Chriſtians might 
revive among We LT. 
But it is abſolutely neceſſary to 1181 
tion this here, becauſe the Doctor, who 
is too young a Man to remember, and 
yet perhaps has been too prejudicd to 
read both Sides, in the Account of theſe 
Things, may for want of that due In- 
formation, have taken up theſe Notions, 
wiz. That it was upon the Experience the 
Nation had of the Spirit and Temper of 
the Lectaries or Diſſenters, thut the Teſf. 
Act was founded. It is a Miſtake, Sir, it 


£151 
was upon, the juſt, Apprehenſions of the 
Danger of Popery, its Encroachment up- 

on the Conſtitution, its growing Influ- 

| ence, in Parliament, where the Duke of 

Tork, being a declar'd Papiſt, was always 
attended, with about 16 Peers of the 
: Popiſb Party, who were always as a dead 
Weight there in Aid of the Coprt-Party, 

_ alſo upon the. viſible Appearance of a 
Popiſh Army, Commiſſions being at that 
[ime e granted to Bernard Howard, ---- 
Oplethorp, and four more other Popiſh 

Gentlemen to, command Regiments in 

the Army,. and in the Troops, which 

were then. in the. Service of France. Up- 
on. theſe. Views, I fay, the King in all 

Things favouring the Papiſts, the Pro- 

teſtant Nobility calhd at that Time the 
Cousin. Pari fram?d this Law, not ſingly 
to ſecure the Church. as the DoQor.inſ, 

KY Ss as: if! it Wwas a Chu rch Act. to. for- 

0 y,.the. Church, of Eng/and. againſt the 
: identers, but effeftuall y to:ſecure both 

the Church and State: againſt the grow- 

ing formidable Power and Influence of 
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Pept — the Court, rata Army; 
and Fleet. 
ne Decor having s laid dn 
Wrong Premiſes; 3 is nor to be wonderl 
Wat he draws from thence wrong Con. 
eluſions efpecially at this Time, becauſe of 
che corrupt Uſe which he makes of chem 
to ſerve 4 preſent Occaſion :. 
Ppeſe Atts, ſays the Doctor, being. wade 
for the Struritj of the Eccleſtaſtical Conti: 
rution of the Realm, the Intention Pla ot 
was. to keep Nonconformtiſfs of all Sorts out 
f Officts Civil and Military. Ste tlie = 
ivativngp.s. Here hes Queſtion is begged! 
and the corrupt Poli Policy of che erer 
ten for tlie Panta Intention 0 the 
| Legiſlature; and laid down fully, as the 
ee" End of tlie Conſtit tutiotr or 140. 
Debi! hetice contrary to all cus Nea. 
Wesel taken at the mikinng tHis 
Hawe the Doctor gives us His Hiſtorp 
of: the Meaning of tlie People then 
called thie Legillature, and of ber Pie. 
er cither before he was born, o Li 


= — « —— ” wo , 5 
r 5 8 L 
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before be can pretend to know his right 
hand from his left in theſe Matters, and 
yet lie gives no Authority for his Scheme, 
deduces it from no Hiſtory, brings no 
Evidence; in a Word, he ſuggeſts 
Falſhood from his on aſſuming Ima- 
gination, and hands it down to Poſteri- 
ty upon his own ſingle Authority, tho? 
can ſwear by the Beard upon his Face, 
that when it was done, he knew no- 
oy of the Matter. 

+ I mult repeat here his Hiſtorical Na ar- 
ration tho? it takes up ſome Room, be- 
cauſe of the eminent Falſhood of it; he 
has made it ſpecious indeed, but taken 
no Care to do what honeſt Men general - 
ly covet to do, vis. ſupport it by Evi. 
dence of Fact and Authority of either 

Writings or Perſons living in thoſe 

times: let us hear his Words; 

4 being reſolved then by the Legi- 
« llature, that Places of Power and 
6 Truſt ſhould be in the Hands of ſuch 

« only as were well afe&ed to the 

© | (e Ec- 
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« Eculeſiaſtical « Sena it became 
 neceſlary to conſider what ſhould 
taken as a ſufficient Proof of any 
man's being ſo affected; without this 
the Proviſion would have been void 
and ineffectual, and we ſhould have 
% Hall a Law which could never W 

* r put in Execution 
Viſible — e any | 
4. Church or Society of Chriſtians, is 
« the beſt Proof that Man ean give to 
«© Man, of his being a Well. wiſher to 
the Conſtitution of ſuch Church or 
« Society; But then once or twice go- 
ing to Church will not amount to | 
4 ſuch Proof; it being well known that | 
% many n diſlike the Conſtitution 
«< of our Church, can permit them- 
«. ſelves to be preſent now and then at 
Part or at all of the common Ser- 
& vice. And in all Things of this na- 
4 ture, tis impoſſible to ſettle the pre- 
te ciſe number of partiular Acts n 
60 conſtitute or denote the Habit; 


60 A 
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— opt, fax, how; ofien; going to 
Church made a Churchman; or had 
they named a great number of ſuch 
„Acts as the Teſt required; it muſt 
„have been very hard, almoſt impoſſi- 
à hle for the Parions Saeed to e. 
40 a legal Proof. 

The only thing then that r remain- 
. &, was; to. conſider What particular 
9 At of Church Communion, would be 
the moſt probable evidence that a 
4% Man was ſincerely RY affected to tlie 
« eſtabliſh'd. Church., 2, 2, 
In this view, the, Secrament 25 the 
of the Lord's Supper naturally offer d 
« it ſelf; 'tis that Part of religious 
6 Worſhip, which. the generality | of 
& Chriſtians perform with the greateſt 
« Devotion, and to which they think 
« themſelyes moſt obliged to approach 
« with Sincerity and Uprightneſs of 
e Nt: To this it may be added, that 
28 a Diſtinction was intended to be 
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c made between thoſe who approved, 
and thoſe h did not apptove the.” 
« Eccleſiaſtieal Conſtitution of | theſe* 
Kingdoms; fo it was Well known 
0" that the latter had as ſtrong Prejudi- 
rh ces againſt the Ufage of che Church 
4 jn the celebration of the Sacrament, 
« as againſt any other Uſage of it What- 
« ever ; and yer were ſuppoſct! to have 
« the ſame awful reverence for the In - 
« ſtitution it ſelf; o that it Was reaſo- 
* nably prefuincd, that no Difſenter, of 
«any ſort, would eafily be led to ſuch 
* an Act of Inſincerity, as receiving the 
1 Sacrament ina manner condemned 
7 by 'himſelE.” * T9JGUE 2.190 5 
It was then enaQted; that whoever | 
6 had an Office civil or military, or 
« was to be Mayor, 'Gc. in a Cor pora- 
(e tion Town, ſhould make ſufficient 
60 Proof of his having received within 
4 2 certain Time preſcribed, the Sa- 
ce crament of the Lord's Supper, accor- 
0 ding t to the Rites of the Church of Eng- 
* land, 


D. 245 


c land, as it is limited 13 Car. II. accor- 
« ding to the: Uſage of the Church q Eng- 
„ land, as it is expreſs'd 25 Car. II. 
It muſt here be obſerved, that bare- 
ly receiving the Sacrament (as the Bi- 
+ ſhop and ſome others ſuppoſe) is not 


the Teſt required by the Act : everx 
man as a ere is ſuppoſed to re- 


t ceive it ſomewhere, and therefore 
4 barely —— the Sacrament could 


be no Teſt of any Man's Affection to 


e the Eccleſiaſtical. Codſtitution of this 
Kingdom. But the Teſt lies chiefly 
« upon theſe” Words, according to the 
« Uſape and Riter of the Churth of Eng- 


„land: And it was ſuppoſed, that no 


Man would in ſuch. anner receive it, 
„but a Member 15 the Church of oy” 
4 land. 

This RIS 15 not a Pcb 


no ſuch Gradations in the Proceedings 


having appear d; and I preſume to ſay, 


can not be prov'd ; but they are corrupt- 


ly impoſed upon the Reader as the Cli- 
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max oft Am which knew no ſuch” 


Meaſures at all in its Introduction into 
the — eat 1s eminently. — 


ie mme tharthe Affair of 
bringing the Sacramental Teſt into the 


Houfe, was a concerted Production of 


the Councils and ſecret Meetings of the 


Country- Party, then acting in. defence 
CABAL; if the Doctor knows who were 
meant by the Initial Letters of that 
Worck. If he db es not, he. may eafily 
inform himfelf, that to defeat the Court 
Party of the Support of the Popiſb 
Lords in the Upper Houſe, and of the 
growing Power of Popery in the King- 
dom, this Law as. well as that to pte- 


vent Papiſi fitting in either Houſe of 


Pa 
as they wers conceiv'd together; for they 


ent, went hand in hand; and 


were born within a little of one another, 
being both of them the Product of that 


able A t Cripple the Earl of Shafts- 
bur y 


* * * * 

i 5 ; 
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bary; and to which we add, as a far- 
ther Proof of it, the Papiſts never for- 


gave him this very Thing, or ceaſed to 
— him with way wemoſt Violence, 


next to — 6 at * Grand Jury, 
was ohlig'd to remove himſelf out of 
their Reach, by: Og into Holland, 
whete he dy'd. 

How the Doctor can Liner: himſelf, 
chat this eminent Tran ſaction could be 
ſo entirely forgotten, and could draw 
out of his fruitful Imagination a Scheme 
of Proceedings, with Reaſons and Con- 
ſequences of them, as formally as if they 
had been really tranſacted; whereas in- 
deed no ſuch Things were erer thought 
of, this is indeed very wonderful, and 
requires ſome abler Head than mine to 
account wor. = 

For the Doctor to uſe in this Narra- 
tion, ſuch Expreſſions as theſe, viz. It 


being then reſolv d: It became neceſſary to 


conf aer: The only Thing then that remain d: 
In 
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In this View, the Sacramental Teſt naturally 
offer d it ſelf, and the Like; I ſay, to uſe 
theſe Terms of a Hiſtorical Narration 


to a thing wholly form'd in Romance, 
is the moſt unaccountable Thing that 
ever a Divine of the Church of England, 


in my Opinion, engag'd i in. And I muſt 


here call upon the Doctor to give us 
ſome Account when and where theſe 
Debates and Conſiderations. were held, 
I am well aſſur'd the Journals of Parlia- 


ment vill not furniſh them; no Hiſto- 
ry records them, and I believe no Man 
is alive who well have the Aſſurance to 
ſay that one Paragraph in this 1 
is Truth in Fa ct. = 
On the contrary, there a are e 
even in the preſent Parliament who, I 
know, are able to remember it freſh, 
and who I freely appeal to for the 


Truth of this one Aſſertion, viz. that 


the Act was brought in, as is above 
obſerv'd, by the Country- Party, at that 


Time, purely with a Deſign to reduce 


the 


0 25 I 
the Power of the Papiſts; that the Pit. 
ſenters were ſo well with the Nation at 
that Time, that the ſaid Country-Par- 
ty could Hot be ſuppoſed to wiſh the 
Diſſenters any Harm in, this Act the 
publick Expreſſions allo, uſed, as well 
Within the Houſe as out "of i it, at that 
Time will prove rhat they had no Inten- 
tion to Hurt the Diſſenters: 14 appeal to 
the Speeches of Sir. Rob. . Clayon, Sir Wil. 


"Herbord, . Sir F. Wiz innin ton and othe 
85 ys 


Which were made publick at the, ſame 
Time, and Which openly declar'd that 
the Deſign was meerly 1 to purge the. Ar- 
my and the Court from 1 and to 
take from tlie Duke of Te ork the Power of 


influencing the dee ele and Mears, 


| fakes, as they found; |. he 2 at that Time 
began to o. „ RE oO tags 
* Now if the Doctor will give me 


Leave to ſet him to rights! in theſe things, 
and to ſet this Matter ! in a clear View 5 


1 ſhall let him, and th s World, ſee hows 


and by: what Means the Edge of this 
” D - Law 
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Law, came to She: ok 1 the Pa- 
Pie e whom, it Was rm „ to- 
Ward ls the Diffenters, againſt, whom. it 
Was not intended: ; this 9 55 muc 
better Authority, than any he has yet 
roduced for the, proof of Hs he has 
nid ; Will prove Mat che! Pan ſts and High- 
Sens = fame. 1 7 115 ſince 


ey 


le i 14 h 


in King in IT . were 
Fn the Caule, and 1 8 255 X en been all ; a- 
for oe LM ning theſ 
agalnſt P 

19 Po! Tan 
Gente, ; ein 80 ry: 


theſe j are 
How the High: a whe Ta 1 pom 
been Tools in the Hands of the Ee 
to turn the Ed ge not of theſe | | 
only, Vat of al 1. the e Methods the Go- 


verament 
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ä vernment 8 taken for the Profirum. 
tion of the Church of England againſt 
Popery, upon the Diſſenters; and to per, 
ſwade the ignorant People that the 
Church was in more Danger from DiC. 
ſenters, than from Popiſb Idolaters. 
Soon after the eſtabliſhing this Teſt 
AQ againſt Popery, this - ſecret Game 
began. Thoſe Lords which had brought 
it about, were preſently entituled the 
Diſcontented Party ; ; for Whig | and Toy 
were not then known: The Diſſenters 
finding them the zealous Aſſertors of 
Liberty, join'd with them on all Occa- 
ſions; and they finding the Diſſenters 
no way dangerous to the Church, and 
always firm to the Conſtitution, join'd 
with them again till they got the Name 
of the Prestyterian Lords; tho' there was 
never but one Prestyterian Lord among 
them, viz. the old Lord Wharton. This 
was a very evident Token that. the. 
Law. theſe Gentlemen brought in, was 

riot intended againſt the Diſſenters. 
D 2 Y The 
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The Popiſh Plot which broke out in 
the very Time of theſe Tranſactions, 
Was a Proof of the hearty Union be- 
ween theſe Gentlemen and the Diſſen- 
ters; for they were unanimous in the 
vigorous Proſecution of it in general, 
and equally diligent in detecting it in 
Parliament, and both ſuffered together, 
in the ſhamming off that Plot at the 
latter End of Things. 
As to the Law it ſelf, theſe Men. 
Friends to Liberty, as well religious as 
Civil, were the Men that brought it 
in, and that kept it from all the At- 
tempts which the Papiſts' made to re- 
peal it. Tis a very indifferent Teſti- 
mony to prove that it was made againſt 
the Diſſenters, when the only Friends 
of the Diſſenters were the Men who 
brought it in. On the other hand, the 
Papiſts and the High Party, enrag'd at 
the Effect which this Law had upon 
them by ſeparating them, and depri- 
ving them of that Help which they 


would 
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would | otherwiſe, have been to one 
another, join'd in mutual Endea- 
'yours, to throw the Odium of the 
Popiſh Plot upon the Diſſentets, and to 
turn the Erimity of the People againſt 
them as the' moſt dangerous'Enemies to 
the Church; that ſo the Papiſts might be 
skreenꝰd ibn the Proſecution of that 
Plot on one hand, and the Edge of the 
Law againſt Papifts might be turn'd a- 
gainſt the Diſſenters to make them be 
render'd odious to the People, and dan- 
Benn to the Church. 

The Hiſtory of thoſe Times will evi” 
dently confirm all this, and it is eaſie to 
prove every Part of it; how the Plot 
was ridicuPd, and banter d, and the Peo- 
ple hurry'd by Popiſb Artifice, but parti- 
cularly by the Agency of High. Church 

Prieſts to doubt the Truth of it at firſt, 
and then to believe it a whole Original 
Contrivance of the Low Party in tlie 
Church; (who by the May now began to be 
calld Whigs) In the Purſuit of this Project 

the 
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the Tories, tho PUPIL ts were made 
» the Tools of Popery, to carry on the avg 5 
to blacken the Whigs 12 5 bat? 
and © oma them, into E lots,” Treaſons, 
and all poſſible Sorts of Miſchief, . FF 
It was under the DiſtraRti «ith 
Management the other per uting Laws 
were revivd and . turn'd againſt the 
Diſſenters, and the Teſt Ain 

turn' d againſt them for the t | 
the Deſign of them being, againſt . the 3 
| Papiſts, were, as it werę, forgotten, and 
all the Ads about Re „ forcing 

to Ch urch, and to the Saerament, Were 
putt upon the Proteſtants Diſſenterz, 
as if they alone bad been the People 
againſt whom they had den intended., 
Thus far Popery manag d in ſecret, and 
the High Party were the inſtruments 
in publick, or the Toels of Popery, to 
oppreſs their Brethren, as they 


hy : 
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been many ways ever ſince. 
It was not long before "thoſe bas 
facd 
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hed. Doings betray d themſelves, and 
appear d ſo extravagantly inſolent * 
they. alarm'd the Whole Kingdom; the ; the 
Feople began 10, ſee it, and ahhor it; 
DAY. even 4 King himfelf, tho? wrapt 
up in Deluſions, . could not avoid the 
4 2 Torrent of the Nation's Fears 
of. P - This was in the Time of the 
3 Bill of Eaton, a. Time. when there 
"Was ne of all the Courage and vi- 
Sour "of Reſolution in the Patriots of 
Hibeety, that the beſt of good Princi- 
_ ples: inſpire them with: And this 
the Low- Church and the Diſſenters 
10% Joyn all their Strength again; and 
it wa was. very near that they had demo- 
Me 'Popery, by the faid Bill of Exclu- 


auch*d Party, my Proteſtants, in hs 
1 5 rch, defeated all the good Deſigas 
of the Patriots of Liberty and Religion, 
Jad. rurn'd the, Scales again in Favour 
of 1 8 and High Church. 55 
Nt u- 
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urig this laſt mention 'd Supertorls. 
ty of the Whigs, it may be obſer vod 
that in Order to 4 ſtill more undoubted 
Proof of the Improbability- that "theſe 
Gentletiien WhO brouglit in the Test 
Act did i it againſt the Diſfenters ; they 
were the Men Who for Relief Fs 


Diſſenters paſsd that memorable 'Bifl Z 


for the repealing the Acts 3 5 Fliz. 
and other Acts againſt ch Diſſel. 8 
ters; Which Bill paſs'd both Houſes ; hut 

by ſecret” Directions from a. Hipht- 
church Miniſtry, Was fraudulently drof t 

by the Clerks, and Hot preſented te 
the King, for the Royal Aſſent; ſo chat | 

'the Diffenters Were, as T may ſay, cheat 

ed into the farther Continuance of Fl 
Bonds then, as they had been perſwaded 
into the laying them on before. 
From that Time to this, there has 
been no Oppreſſion deſign'd, or contriv'd | 
for Diſſenters, but what it is appare 
the Eigh. church and Papiſts have j join” fo 
1 in Hand in the . on, till at 
laſt 
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laſt it is apparent the Popiſh and High- 


church ſtands upon one Bottom, vis. 
that of Rebellion and the Pretender. 


With what Face now can any one 


advance ſo evident an Untruth as this, 
that the Teſt Act was founded upon the Ex- 
perience the Nation had of the Spirit and 
Temper of the Diſſenters; whereas it is 
apparent, it was founded upon the juſt 


Appearance of Popery, as a Bulwark a- 


gainſt it ; that it was brought in by the 
Diſſenters Friends, themſelves 3 quietly 
ſubmitting to their own Injury, ra- 
ther than be inſtrumental to hinder 
the Security of the Proteſtant Intereſt 
againſt Popery; and we may add, it 


was the greateſt Blow to Popery, that 


ever was ftruck ſince that Reign, 
even to the mortal Stab which it re- 
ceiv'd by the Revolution. 

The Doctor having thus laid his 
Foundation in a Miſtake, it will not be 
any Wonder if what Superſtructures 
ſhall be built thereon partake of the ſame 
. | E De- 
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Deformity, and the firſt thing I meet 


with that requires this notice,is the Pains 


the Dr. takes to diſtinguiſh between the 


Deſign of impoſing this Law, and the 


Deſign of thoſe who comply with it. 

Io waſh theſe Laws from the Imputa- 
tion of abuſing the Ordinance, he asks 
this very odd queſtion, viz. whether any 
of theſeARs forbid receiving it in remem- 
brance of our Lord's Death,or require it 
to be receiv'd with any contrary Pur- 
poſe of Heart. This Way of askingQue- 


ſtions by Way of Argument, will open 


a Door to ſo many other Queries which 


the Doctor will never be able to an- 
ſwer; that I am perſwaded the Do- 


Qtr has entred upon this way of talk- 


ing much to his Diſadvantage : For the 
the preſent, leaving,. or if. he pleaſes, 


granting his Queſtion, viz. that the Law 


does not enact a wrong Principle of re- 


. *ceiving, yet I add that it may enjoin the 
receiving to thoſe to whom the End is 


not known, which he will find very in 
conſiſtent with, and indeed deftrudive 
of the Inſtitution ; for it is not ſuffici- 
ent that the Law does not enact a dif- 


ferent End, yet it if it forces an unlaw- 


ful communicating, I do not ſee how 
he 


CT 


he will be able to vindicate the Law 


from an Abuſe of the Ordinance. 


I am far from arraigning the Legiſla- 
ture, as the Doctor ſays the Biſhop of 
Bangor and his Friend does; neither do 
I ſee that they have done it; but I ar- 


raign and moſt juſtly cenſure thoſe Par- 
ties of Men who have perverted the 
Deſign of the Legiſlature, who paſs'd 


this Law, not with a Deſign that Men 
ſhould unworthily communicate, but 
that Men who they knew would not 
communicate at all, I mean Papiſts, ſnould 
be excluded as in the Terms of the Att. 

And this is another irrefragrable Ar- 
gument againſt what the Doctor pre- 
tended to alledge, vis. that this Law 
was made againſt Diſſenters ; this is ar- 


raigning the Legiſlature with a Ven- 
geance, and making them guilty of ma- 
king the Sacrament a Snare to the Dit- 
ſenters, and making them Fools alſo, 


to enact a Law which never was likely 


to anſwer the End of it. The Cafe is 
clear, the Roman Catholicks would not 
upon any Terms comply, or ſubmit 
to take the Sacrament ; their Prieſts 


were enjoin'd by the Pope himſelf in a 
publick Manner, not to diſpence with 
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it; ſd that to them (the Papsfs) this 

Act was an effectual Excluſion, and on 
this Account the Earl of Shaft sbury, who 
was no Fool pitch'd upon this Experi- 


ment, as what he was ſure would an- 
| {wer his End. But it Was Well known 51 


not to the Earl of Shaftsbary only, but 
to the whole Legiſlature that not 


only ſeveral Diſſenters, but even ma- 


ny of their Miniſters and Preachers 
at that very Time, kept up an Occaſio- 


nal Communion, tho? not a ſtated Com- 


munton with the Church of Exgland, as 


a Method which they thought them 


ſelves oblig'd to, in Order to ſhew their 
Charity. 77 Cs 092 

Now as this was a, Practice at that 
Time among the Diſſenters, and even 
more ſo then, than it has been ſince ; to 
ſuppoſe this Law was made to {hut our 
the Diſſenters, who, it was even then 
known it would not ſhut out, is not to 
arraign the Legiſlature as wanting ſuſtice 
but as wanting Senſe; in a Word, not as a 
Pack of Knaves, but as a Pack of Fools; 


neither of which are conſiſtent with tlie 
Thing it ſelf,or with common Sence ; nor 


can the Dr. come off by any Artifice, that 
I can foreſee, from having injuriouſly | 
' — treated 


3 
treated the Legiſlature, by that Supge- 
ſtion, even while he was blaming the 
Biſhop of Bangor and Mr. Sykes witlt 
having arraign'd them on another Ac- 
Count. 3 T 
Had the Doctor faithfully and hone- 
ſtly ſtated the Caſe between the Teſt” 
Att and the Perſons who are obliged to 
qualify, Thad no Need to do any thing” 
more or leſs than repeat what the Doctor 
has ſaid on this Head, viz. to diſtinguiſn 
what he ſays is the Nature of this Law, 
and what others underſtand it to he. 
The Doctor's Words are theſe; - 
But it ought here to be obſerved, ' 
that receiving the - Sacrament according to 
„the Uſage of the Church of England, is 
“ not appointed to be a Teſt of any thing, 
« but what it always ought (Whether 
„ required by Law or no) to be a Teſt 
© of: Receiving the Sacrament, & c. is not 
«* a Teſt of a Man's being a willing 
« Member of the eſtabliſh'd Church, in 
« force or in conſequence of the Law; 
but in Force and in conſequence of 
« that Sincerity which ought always 
to attend it; and this Preſumption, 
that he who receives in the Church 
is of the Church, is the Ground and 
8 £ & the 


ww 


„„ 
the Foundation, and not the Effect 
64 of the Law, | So in the parallel Caſe, 
an Oath is not appointed by Law to be 
4 Teſt of a Man's Veracity, but 'tis 
& required in ſome caſes by Law, be- 
“ cauſe it is in its own Nature, ſuch a 
r i 2 

Men are not ſuppoſed to be of one 


“ Church, and communicate with ano- 


“ther: His Lordſhip has made Uſe of 

„ this very Argument in the caſe of 

4“ Mr. Pillionere, and concludes him to 
4 be no Jeſuit, becauſe he has often re- 

_ © ceived the Sacrament in the Church of 
« England. Upon this Preſumption the 
4“ Corporation and Teſt Acts are found- 
« ed; they require the Evidence of a a 
Man's receiving the Sacrament accor- 
ding to the Uſage of the Church of Eng- 
& -land, only to prove that he is a Mem- 
ce her of that Church. They leave the 
< .Sacrament to the Uſes for which ' tis 
ce ordained ; and lay hold on the Act 
of receiving, only as an Evidence of 
«a Man's being in Communion of that 
« Church in which he receives. | 
There needs nothing to be ſaid here 
to the End of the Inſtitution, or to the 
Teſt-Law not enacting the Sacrament 
| tO 


„ L 
td be 4a New Teſt, or a Teſt of any 
Thing of which it was not a Teſt be- 


fore: For this is only a Jingle of Words 


.to prove nothing but what every one 
knows before, viz. that the taking a 
Sacrament is the ordinary Teſt of a 


Chriſtian, and we are to ſuppoſe all | 


Chriſtians take it ſome where. _ 

But the Iniquity of this Law is in o- 
bliging many to take the Sacrament af- 
ter the Uſage of the Church of England 

or not to enjoy ſuch Priviledges anc 

Profits, by this it is made a Teſt of what 
it was not a Teſt of before. It is true, 
the Dr. puts this into different Words, 
and ſays the Law obliges none to this; 
that the Law only takes Care to diſpenſe 
the publick Trufts to ſuch as are Mem- 
bers of the Church of England: But this 
is not a fair State of the Queſtion ; for 
any Man who will, from a mercenary 
Principle, take this Sacrament, ſhall en- 
joy the publick Poſt, whether Atheiſt, 
Deiſt, Papiſt, Heathen or Mahometan ; the 
Formality comply'd with, the Church 
Memberſhip is enquir'd after no farther ; 
and this we ſay is proſtituting the Inſti- 
tution ; for whereas by the Inſtitution. 
ſuch and ſuch are to be rejected and not 
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adminiſter to, in all which Criminal 


d 5 
2 . * N 
| "of 1 * 
5 
It * 


* 


7 5 bak to * 
eats it-if he:thinks he Ahle 

F this very thing be vd N. 
4 Foundation of Perſecution; 55 and the 
Lord's Table is made a Snare; for Kere 
71 N 7 Which Ss 
he worſt Sort of Coertion.” Here is k 
emptation to cat and drink tho? vin. 
worthily, Which is the worſt fort of 
2 and here is an unchriſtian Com- 
upon the Church of England. Cleꝝ. 
I adminiſter, tho? it were to ſuch 
eople as in Conſcience they cannot 


is a ſufferinig for not recei 


— 


Caſes the Doctor has not offered the 


leaſt Word of Vindication. 3 
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